Aploparaksis turdi sp. n. (Cestoda: Hymenolepididae) is described from the robin, Turdus migratorius L., and recorded also from the varied thrush, Ixoreus naevius (Gmelin), from Iliamna Lake, upper Alaska Peninsula. This cestode is distinguished from the three previously known species of Aploparaksis s. 1. occurring in passeriform birds by the size and number of rostellar hooks and by the arrangement and proportions of the genital organs. It is concluded that the validity of the genus Monorcholepis Oshmarin, 1961, to which certain of these species have been assigned, is questionable, and the latter genus is considered to be a synonym of Aploparaksis Clerc, 1903.
In May and June 1958 and 1959, one of us (F. S. L. W.) collected helminths from passerine birds in the vicinity of Iliamna Lake, on the upper Alaska Peninsula. Subsequent examination of the stained preparations revealed cestodes of a species referable to the genus Aploparaksis Clerc, 1903, described herein as new.
The new cestode was found in 3 of 20 robins, Turdus m. migratorius L. One bird harbored two large cestodes with early gravid segments, and the other two birds had single, immature worms. This cestode was also found in three varied thrushes, Ixoreus naevius meruloides (Swainson), collected in the same area where the infected robins were obtained. These tapeworms were all immature.
The cestodes were stained in Semichon's acetic carmine, cleared in terpineol, and mounted entire. Rostellar hooks from some of the scolices were mounted separately in order to facilitate measurement. Cestodes of the genus Aploparaksis s. 1. exhibit a high degree of host specificity, and only six species or subspecies from passeriform birds are considered in connection with the species described here. Of these, only A. A. skrjabini has only ten hooks of different shape and size, and also has a different arrangement of the genital organs.
A. passerellae has fewer hooks (25) of much smaller size (13 ju) and of dissimilar shape (handle much reduced). The details of the genital organs are unlike those of A. turdi.
Until the status of the genus Monorcholepis has been clarified, it seems advisable to retain the aforementioned species from passeriform birds in the genus Aploparaksis. Transstadial survival of Hughes virus in 0. capensis fed through membranes on virus pools has been observed by us but a susceptible host acceptable to the ticks has not yet been found for demonstration of transmission by bite. In easily propagated 0. moubata, in which certain viral and rickettsial agents are known to persist, the Hughes virus is denatured in 48 hr.
